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Heroes of Post 9/11 - www.zmag.org

http://www.zmag.org/
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Sign displayed in 
Bridgewater, MA 
warning library 
patrons about 
Section 215 of the 
PATRIOT Act, 
November 2004
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Consolidating the War on Terror

• Data retention – preservation of Internet use 
records at a national and international level

• Online surveillance – monitoring of online 
communications nationally and internationally

• Removal of information – re-evaluation and 
removal of online information resources
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EU Framework Decision on Data 
Retention

• IS Ps required to store custom ers’ traffic data 
for 12-24 months – previously six months for 
billing purposes

• 450 million customers potentially affected
• Traffic data includes who you have 

communicated with and when – via email or 
telephone or SMS

• It also includes which web pages you have 
visited and how long you spent on them
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Chinese officials confiscate computers from an 
illegal Internet cafe in Shunde, southern China, 
Jan. 18, 2004. (Reuters File Photo)
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C lay B ennett’s ‘O rw ell’ - www.claybennett.com

http://www.claybennett.com/
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Examples of information removed from 
U S  libraries’ collections

• Department of Defence telephone book
• Non-classified Scientific Reports from government labs 

such as Los Alamos
• Orbital Elements and Mission Launch Dates
• Military information including policy regulations and 

other unclassified documents
• Aeronautical maps and data long available to 

environmentalists, biologists and engineering firms
• Environmental information including construction impact 

assessments
• Historical records at the national archives relating to 

Presidents Nixon and Johnson
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H erbert Foerstel’s book and a trading card from  
http://yorick.infinitejest.org

http://yorick.infinitejest.org/

